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has instructed her; but if I had not took it up very warmly, she had ruined herself with her nicety: I'll tell you how it is.
(Here he tells her the whole story of his daughter and the gentleman, to the time of his coming from home, he not knowing what had happened since.)
Sist. Well, brother, you will allow me to be free with you: I must needs say I think you are in the wrong.
Bro. Yes, yes ; I expected that from you.
Sist. I speak my experience, brother; I would not force a child's inclination in such a case for the world.
Bro. What do you mean by inclination? she forces her own inclination; for her sister says she loves the gentleman, and has owned it; and yet upon this simple nicety she pretended to cross herself, affront the gentleman, and disoblige her father.
Sist. And will not all that convince you, then, that she acts by strength of judgment, and upon principles of conscience ? If it be as you say, it is the noblest resolution that ever I heard of, since the story of St. Catherine.
Bro. Don't tell me of your noble resolutions, and your fine principles ; it is a first principle, an original command of God, that children should obey their parents..
Sist. Ay, brother, where the parent commands nothing that clashes with the laws of God; but then, brother, our authority ceases.
Bro. But I am sure this match is for her advantage, and I'll make her have him.
Sist. That's a severe resolution, and, if it be against her conscience, you may fail in all you resolve upon; besides 'tis evident you ought not to resolve so.
Bro. What! am not I her father ?   has it not